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Who is a Young Carer?





Edinburgh Young Carers works with Young People who look after somebody at home. This could be a parent, a brother or sister, or a grandparent needing cared for because they are ill or disabled, they may have mental health problems, or drug or alcohol problems.





Caring might involve helping around the house, looking after other brothers 


and sisters, talking or listening when the person you care for is feeling bad, having to get up to help during the night, or making sure that the correct medication is taken.


	


			Being a Young Carer may mean you have to look after 


yourself much more than most young people of your age. 


Caring may make things hard for you at school, it might stop you seeing friends, or it might mean that you are worried a lot of the time. 


                         














If this sounds like you and you are between 5 and 20, we may be able to help. 











                        





Who can apply to the Project?





You can apply yourself; this is called a self referral.


If you need help filling in this form, you could maybe ask someone in your family, or you can contact our office on 0131 475 2322 and someone 


will arrange to help you with it.


 





If you have someone who works with you or your family, it would be good to get a referral from them as well. This could be a social worker, a doctor, a health visitor, a teacher, a youth worker or any adult you know. 


There is a separate form for them to use.


                        





What should you write on the form?








The more information we have, the more we will know whether we can help you. 


Tell us as much as you feel able to about things you do at home like shopping, cooking and cleaning. You may do things like listening and talking to the person you care for when they are down, or staying up late to make sure they are ok..





You may or may not know what is wrong with the person you care for. If you do and you are happy to tell us, write about it on the form, if not just tell us what things are like at home for you.





What you write on the form will only be shown to our workers; it will


 not be shown to anyone outside the project, or anyone else in your family. The only time we would share information is if we had reason to believe you were in danger.





If you have problems filling in or understanding the form, remember you can contact us and we can arrange to help you.





What happens next? 





When we receive your self referral form workers will discuss it and decide whether we can offer you a place. We will decide this on two things:


If you are the main carer – this means that you are the main person who helps the person you are caring for. For example if you look after your Mum and your Dad does not live with you, or if your Parent is not well and you are the main person who looks after brothers and sisters.


If there is a place available - we will contact you within 2 weeks to let 


you know if we can offer you a place, and to arrange a first meeting with 


you. This meeting can take place where you feel most comfortable, e.g. at home, at our office, at school or somewhere you choose. It is useful for us to meet your parent/s, but this does not have to be at the first meeting if that is not comfortable for you. At the meeting you will be told more about the project and you can tell us a bit more about yourself, and how we might be able to help. 





You will be contacted very soon after that to tell you what service we can offer you.


If you are not offered a service we will do our best to suggest other projects and give you information about them.








